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Meetings: 

 

There is a Public Hearing for the Columbia Street Reconstruction Project at 6:00 PM in the 

Learning Gallery today, Monday, December 9, 2019. 

 

The Planning Board will hold a meeting in the Lecture Hall on Tuesday, December 10th at 7:00 

PM. An agenda is included in Council Packets. 

 

A City Council Informational Meeting will take place on Thursday, December 12, 2019 at 6:30 

PM in Council Chambers.  An agenda is included in your Council Packets. 

 

Respecting the desire of councilors to enjoy the long MLK Day holiday weekend, we are 

scheduling the annual City Council goal-setting session for Saturday, January 11th at the Civic 

Center starting at 8:00 AM. 

 

Other Items: 

 

I’m happy to report that we were able to sell at public auction two tax acquired pieces of land (20 

Tracy Street and the lot at the corner of Weeks Mills Road and Lone Indian Trail). Each had a 

minimum bid established of $5,000, each had one interested bidder (abutters) and each went for 

the minimum bid. It was not as exciting as the auction last month but was, nonetheless, a 

productive disposal of these surplus properties. 

 

With this packet, you will find a report from Chief Mills addressing questions raised about the 

need for a new police station. It will inform our discussion this Thursday evening. Of course, you 

have posed a number of important additional questions that relate to the pros and cons of the 

Union Street site versus the Water Street/Laurel Street site and answers to those questions are 

being developed and will be provided by the beginning of January. The intent for this week is to 

focus on articulating the compelling need for a replacement facility, regardless of where it is 

ultimately sited.  

 

Kudos go out to our Parks and Recreation Bureau for the beautiful array of holiday lighting this 

year, especially at the two round-abouts. We have received a number of positive comments about 

them. Also noteworthy in the Parks and Recreation Bureau is the recent hiring of Augusta 

resident Dave Gallant to be our new Recreation Coordinator. Dave has an impressive recreation 

background (although perhaps a bit unconventional). For the past twenty years he has been the 

recreation director for the Maine Department of Corrections, responsible for program 
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development and administration. This combined with a collegiate background in sports 

management makes him a great candidate. We welcome Dave aboard. 

 

I can report that last Friday, the Civic Center received final payment for the outstanding balance 

of the new Governor’s inaugural festivities. Although it took a while to get to a $0.00 balance, it 

is worth remembering that this event represented over $194,000 in revenue for the Civic Center.  

 

C: Department and Bureau Directors  

Legislative Delegation 

 

 


